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Interview with Elliot Pludwinski by Chauncy Rucker, October 18, 2007

Rucker:  Welcome.  I’m Chauncy Rucker.  I’m the publisher of the ConnSENSE Bulletin website and I’m having a conversation today with Elliot Pludwinski.  We are at the “Closing The Gap” conference in Minnesota.  I wanted to talk to Elliot today about his company, which is Judy Lynn Software of which he is the President.  So, Elliot, kind of give me a background of how you got into this and the development of it through the years, things like that.

Pludwinski:  Ok.  I started the company in 1992 when my daughter Judy was about 3 years old.  She was diagnosed with microcephaly and nothing was really motivating her out there.  A lot of software then was for the Apple, and I had an IBM-compatible computer.  I wanted to find something that would motivate her.  I couldn’t find anything out there so I decided to write one simple program that would basically just throw on some geometric segments onto the computer, along with some captivating sounds.  I knew I needed to use a switch instead of a keyboard, since all Judy would do is smack it.  So I worked with a friend of mine from for Bell Labs to create an interface that would take a switch, plug it into some type of device which would then plug into the joystick port of the IBM computer.  We developed that adapter, which I sold for quite some time until commercially made ones replaced it.  I never really intended to get into the hardware business.  I couldn’t wait to get out of it.  

The software was actually very successful.  Judy did respond to it and I started creating more cause-and-effect type of software.  I showed it to a 
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woman named Joanne Castillano from the ATA, a chain of non-profit organizations that would show assistive technology throughout the entire United States.  She really liked it and through communications of Apple Link, she basically told all of the ATA centers about the software and, sure enough, that’s when the company really got started.  Through word-of-mouth, we’ve sold across the US and now all over the world, with distributors everywhere.  We’ve gotten a lot of positive feedback.  And today, we sell all the way out to Australia.  We’re very happy with the results and hopefully it will continue.

Rucker:  Were there particular people that were helpful for you in this?

Pludwinski:  Yes, there are.  Today there’s a lot of people who are very helpful.  Linda Burkhart is one who also deals with the severely disabled population.  It’s because of the presenters like her and Libby Rush, Gretchen Hanser and a lot of teachers and therapists out there who will basically promote our software based on the merit and its effectiveness.  I really owe the success of the company to these presenters who, without them, I’d never be able to spread the word on its effectiveness.

Rucker:  Is there anything you want to tell us about Judy Lynn?

Pludwinski:  Judy’s a great kid.  She’s 19 years old and she is still on about a 

1 to 2 year old level.  She’s very happy.  She loves the computer.  She loves playing.  She’s a handful, obviously.  Mealtime is always fun.  I love wearing all her meals.  (Laughs.)  But I can’t picture life without her.

Rucker:  Thank you.  That was very nice.

